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The Burgh Schools of Scotland

Yoshihisa TAGUCHI

Abstracts

Towards the end of the fifteenth centry, Schools for Latin were planted in every considerable
town in Scotland. Many of them conducted by the Church in course of time became the school
of the burghs in which they were situated. The Reformation in 1560 nearly compleated the
transference of the patronage of the grammar schools from the Church to the burgh.

Originally burgh schools’ distinctive sphere were to give instruction in grammar and
language- especially Latin. But, burgh schools in mid-Victorian Scotland were no longer obses-
sed by the classics and they were largely the preserver of the commercial middle class.
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