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Affirmative Concepts toward the Linguistic Diversity and the Sociolinguistic Study in Japan.

Kazuhiro SADAKANE

Abstract

In this paper, I aim to reveal quantitatively how Japanese sociolinguists have studied the concept of
multilingualism by comparing the number of articles, reviews, and lecture texts published in the three
academic journals, Sociolinguistics, The Japanese Journal of Language in Society and Language Policy,
which are the most representative media among Japanese sociolinguists. Analyzing the article trends in
these publications reveals how Japanese scholars have accepted the concept of multilingualism. At least
within the scope of the journals examined in this study, European multilingual policies have often been
discussed; however, Canadian or Australian language policies have not been a central topic, although
these two states have implemented their own multilingual policies earlier than most European states. This

paper demonstrates this quantitatively.
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