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Abstract

Two months after the Second Eastern Campaign had ended, Cherepanov handed over his job
as 1st Corps adviser to Zilvert, who had been appointed in his place. In 1926 he set out for the
Soviet Union via Peking.

He intended to spend a week or two in Peking. But, when he presented himself at the Soviet
Embassy, he got the important news that an extremely authoritative commission had arrived in
Peking from Moscow to analyse the advisers’ work in the south of China and in Feng Yuxiang’s
armies and to look into the problems of the Soviet Union’s assistance to the Chinese revolution.
The commission was headed by A.S. Bubnov.

The commission members were mostly interested in the prospect of Northern Campaign by
the National Revolutionary Army. Cherepanov stated the viewpoint that in embarking on
Northern Campaign, Army would reach the Yanzi River with the relative ease, and after that the
imperialist powers would act against the revolutionary forces in united front. He also said that
the weakness of the united national revolutionary front lay in the absence of a clear-cut agrarian
program.

Bubnov proposed that he went to Yue Weijun's 2nd People’s Army in Kaifeng to size up the
situation there and pass on the military experience gained in the south to the group of advisers in
Kaifeng.

He arrived in Zhengzhou on 26 February 1926. The city was being evacuated. He was
unable to carry out all the tasks assigned to him. He was prevented by the hasty and unprepared
retreat of Yue’s army, and he left for Peking.

Borodin told him that he had to leave Peking before it fell and travel to Canton with a group
of Chinese comrades and Borodin. Since it was impossible to travel to the south in usual way,
they decided to go by the following route : Peking-Zhangjiakou-the Gobi Desert-Ulan Bator-
Ulan Ude-Vladivostok. He was appointed chief of the expedition.

In Vladivostok he put the expedition members on a steamship. After that he wanted to learn
about the latest innovations in the Army, “fire company.” He watched the field exercise of 1st
Pacific Division. He also visited the Vladivostok Infantry School and learnt the instruction
process here. This came in handy for the Whampoa School.

He returned to Canton with Blyukher. He was to resume the post of chief military adviser
there.
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