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An Essay on “cogito, ergo sum”
— Critical Studies on Cartesian cogito-theory ——

Tadao KIKUKAWA

Abstract

On one hand Descartes’ cogito-theory has really been radical in European philosophical

tradition, but on the other it is defective and dangerous as well.

In fact Cartesian theory cannot

properly deal with alter-ego problem and has the danger of falling into solipsism and modern

crisis.

Thus E. Husserl and others including Kitaro Nishida of Japan elaborated their own plans

in place of cogito-theory. However, none of these seem to be satisfactory in spite of such newly
introduced ideas as intentionality, predicate-logic, field-theory etc.

The thesis deals with how much these reforms have achieved and in what sense they are still
faulty in view of a solid foundation in contemporary philosophy.
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