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Theory of Autonomy and Informed Consent
— A Change in the Constitutiou of "Self-Determination”

Satoshi Yamamoto

abstract

Informed Consent is a powerful symbol of the comitment and impact of the new, interdisciplinary
field of biomedical ethics. In the early years of biomedical ethics, there was considerable discussion
about the nature of the doctor-patient rerationsip, about how it ought to be structured, and about how
conpeting balues within that rerationsip ought to be accommodated. By the 1970s and 1980s, the
answer was for all practical purposes in. Biomedical ethics was engaged in a clearly reformist project,
in step with the values of the times, to right a wrongful imbalance of power and control between
physicians and patients. In this paper, I examined how the theory of the Autonomy of patients has

33

fared in American legal precedents.
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