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Narrative as solution without solution
——the narrative form of Takaaki Yshimoto’s Kyodo Gensoron——

Shinri SHIDAMA

Abstract

The goal of this paper is to discuss the form of “narration” and “description” in Takaaki Yoshimoto’s Kyodo

Gensoron.

I will first survey the intellectual design of Kyodo Genmsoron, and then analyze its narrative form. What
becomes clear here is the narrative form of making an “abstract territory” emerge by positioning a transfigured
“narrative” behind a juxtaposed “small narrative” and by requiring the reader to change his or her view in order to

resolve this connection.

In this essay, I will position the primordial topology of the above form as “narrative as solution without
solution” by applying the understanding of metaphor in Umberto Eco’s “scheme of proportions” in an expansive
interpretive fashion. This proceeds as follows: first, by the “narrative” that transfigures the juxtaposed “small
narrative” being placed after that small narrative, a frame as solution is established and positivity is given to an
“abstract territory” as isotopia. However, by means of the function of the “scheme of proportion” type of
metaphor that simultaneously comes out of the juxtapositionality (heterogeneity), the frame as solution comes to
identify the “narrative” that never completes (at times, while filling a different frame in an overdeterminative
fashion) a meaningful resolution between “narratives.” Referring to the above topology of expression, I call this
the “narrative as solution without solution.” We can see that the new possibility of narrative lie in the topology of

“narrative as solution without solution” in Yoshimoto’s Kyodo Gensoron.

Keywords: expression, literary theory, narrative, representation, semiotics, thought
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