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Significance of the Sung wares in the world porcelain

Chuko ItoO

Abstract

The purpose of this essay is to review the history of the development of the procelain
and to discuss the significance of the Sung wares from the standpoints of technology and

aesthetics.

The typical Sung wares are Ting Yao white porcelain, northern celadon, Lung-chiian
Yao celadon, C’hing-pai at C’hing-té-chén and Chien Yao (Temmoku). Today we can see
their masteripeces at many museums in the world. Although they are mainly of mono-
chrome, their forms are refined and smart, and their glazes are distinctive in quality.

Polychrome porcelains were practised only a little in the Sung dynasty. In the Ming
dynasty they were accomplished and succeeded by the Shing dynasty. Furthermore they

were spread to Japan.

The first European true porcelain was made at Meissen in Saxony

in 1708. Since then the polychrome porcelains were in full bloom all over Europe between

18th-19th centuries.

It was not until the beginning of the 20th century that European artists had a new-
understanding of glazing which had already been developed during the Sung period.
After the decline of the Art Noubeau movement they began to study actively the glaze in

ceramic aesthetics.

Recently it appears that the modern ceramic art in every country emphasizes the form
and the glaze without painting. In this case the Sung wares must be patterns of all the

potters’ works.
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