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The Modern Society and ‘Commercials’
—The Critique of The Modern Society by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.—

Nobuyuki HIRABAYASHI

Abstract

Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. is, as Graham Greene declared, is one of the best living American
writers. This does not always mean that he is a good storyteller, but that he is a good critic
of the modern society. His stories include a lot of satirical commentaries on business,war,
politics, and machine technology, which expose the foibles and inhumanities of the modern
society.

The modern society is built on the great progress of science, and the progress has certainly
proved of great benefit to us. But at the same time we cannot help admitting that it has been
attended by many evils; it has helped the establishment of mass culture. Mass culture is
based on massification which brings standardized behavior patterns to people as robots have.
Commercials play an important role in the massification. Through commercials, enterprises
can control the masses. Vonnegut does not use the term ‘commercials’ only in its narrow
sense. In mass democracy the persons in power control the masses by means of commercials.
Vonnegut thinks that the culture, which has passed for a culture in his head, is really junk,
that is, a bunch of commercials, and that it is intolerable to him.

He is going to criticize the modern society by examining them in his stories, and the

examination is showed in this paper.
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